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the police search for evidence, as well as the
search for the perpetrator. The conclusion of
the track in our sport is the dog’s discovery of
an article—usually a glove. I want to tell you
how to teach the dog to indicate that he has
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found that article.

Before you ever start tracking, it is worthwhile
to teach your dog to “platz” or do a “Sphinx
down,” like we use in Utility obedience. With
this the dog folds back like an accordion. I want

the dog to fold himself down with the glove
between his front feet. That way I can see that
there 1s indeed an article, and I can easily pick
it up and wave it at the judge!

Remember that in competition I am 30
feet behind the dog, so I cannot see what he
has found until I make my way up to him.
Therefore, I want to teach him that an article is
a cue to down.

Currently, I am only tracking for fun, and I
may never compete again, but I do not want to
burn any bridges by teaching the dog a sloppy
behavior that I will have to fix later. Therefore,
teaching the clean indication is key. Plus, it is a
fun maneuver and does not involve anything
unpleasant.

If you do obedience, you probably already
have your dog doing a sphinx down—but if not,

here is how to teach it:

Teaching the Sphinx Down

Face the dog while he 1s in a stand. With a
cookie in your right hand, bring your right
hand down between the front feet, and give
the dog a moment to think about what you are
asking of him. When he folds down, elbows
included, he gets the cookie, delivered on the
ground.

When he understands the Sphinx down,
begin to add an article between his front feet.

Later, build in a stay. Remember that you have
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to make your way to the dog after he indicates
the article, so he has to know to stay put!

Also, I just learned recently of a tracking
program offered by the Australian Shepherd
Club of America (ASCA). The Beginner
Tracking Dog title will offer a transition to
AKC tracking. The distance is shorter than
the T'D distance, and prior certification is not
required. It provides an opportunity to expe-
rience tracking with a judge. All breeds are
allowed. I cannot wait to learn more about
this program!—].D.

Thank you so much, Jenny, for this tracking
information. In the past I have been quite
active in tracking, and I feel that it is such a
worthwhile activity to do with one’s dog.

—Ann Shinkle,

annshinkle@aol.com
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Golden Retrievers
THE SEARCH FOR A GOOD BREEDER AND A GOOD
PEDIGREE
Finding a quality Golden Retriever puppy
can be a daunting task. Experienced

Golden owners will agree on the two most
important elements in searching for a pup: a
reputable breeder, and the pedigree.

Good breeders understand the importance

of pedigree. They select their breeding stock
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