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so 1t 1s loaded with scent. However, you must
make sure that you always end at the article,
because dogs know the direction the track.
Some people like to scuft the track for this
same reason.

We want pup to understand the game from
the very beginning. This is not the time to
have him struggle. The track needs to be as
distinct as we can make it, and we want it to
be easy and gratifying for him to discover the
idea of this game.

There are a certain type of trackers who use
hotdog scent in each footstep because their
dogs are required to have a “deep nose.” AKC
tracking makes no requirement in terms of
style, and tracking is pass-fail. I think it makes
sense to encourage pup to keep his head down
so that he does not lose the track, even though
his posture 1s not graded in AKC. Air-scenting
1s not penalized in AKC. However, it can lead
the dog to confusion, so we do not promote it.
In the beginning, when you work closely to the
dog, you can easily point him back down to
the ground if you need to

There 1s much more to say about the
mechanics of setting up yourself and your dog
for tracking, and I will have more to say in a
later column.—]J.D.

Thank you, Jenny, for sharing this very
worthwhile column. Also, since I live in

Florida and have only tracked in Florida, I

have not used food as you have described and
would be very interested to hear from any
Floridians who track as just how they utilize
food with our challenge of ants and food on
the ground.

—Ann Shinkle,

annshinkle@aol.com
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CBD OIL A POSSIBLE HELP FOR ARTHRITIS?
anine osteoarthritis (OA) has bedeviled
Golden Retrievers and other large breeds

for decades. Pain-management remedies have

included pharmaceutical products, physical

therapy, massage, other hands-on therapies,

and in many cases, surgery.

Hopetully we now can add another
“weapon” to our arsenal of pain management
solutions: cannabidiol.

The use of cannabidiol (CBD oil) in treating
canine osteoarthritis (OA) is a groundbreaking
partnership between veterinary science and
hemp extracts to help relieve a dog’s pain from
the inflammation caused by OA.

To clarify, we’re not talking about marijuana
(or “pot” or “weed”). Although marijuana and
hemp are the same species of the cannabis
plant, legal marijuana contains more than
.03 percent THC (tetrahydrocannabinol), the

chemical that is primarily responsible for the
“high” associated with cannabis.

But not for our Goldens! Hemp contains less
than .03 or less THC, which poses no danger
to our precious dogs.

Although not yet part of standard veterinary

care for dogs with OA, several clinical trials
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currently underway are evaluating the poten-
tial benefits of CBD oil in treating dogs with
chronic OA.

Dr. Joseph Waskshlag, DVM, Ph.D., DACVN,
DACVSMR, professor of clinical nutrition and
veterinary sports medicine and rehabilitation at

Cornell University, in a 2018 clinical trial
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