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so brilliant at using their noses that they take to
it immediately. I first learned this game from
trainer Esther Zimmerman. Whether you want
to track, do obedience, or do nose work, you
might want to try it. It is also a good game if you
are stuck at home during a pandemic!

I call the game “Find Mine,” which is my
Utility command. You will need a number of
identical metal boxes—an easy source 1s the
boxes that hold holiday gift cards. (The reason I
choose metal boxes 1s that your dog may decide
to retrieve a box, so plastic would not hold up.)
You will also need tongs. Put one box aside, and
mark it with a dot of nail polish or a marker.
This will be the one to hold your scent. Make
sure to handle all the others with tongs.

Put a piece of meat in the marked box. Put
that box between your hands and heat it up so
you have hot scent on that box. Put pup behind
a barrier so that he cannot watch you place the
boxes on the floor. Tell him, in an excited voice,
not to peek! Build expectation. Using the tongs,
set three boxes eight or so inches apart, and have
the one with your scent among them.

Now, ceremoniously release pup to the pile,
saying, “Find mine!” He will naturally investi-
gate the boxes. When he hesitates or makes any
indication of interest at the marked box, say
“Hooray!” and rush to open the box, and let
him get the treat. You are not expecting certainty

on his part. At this point, you just want him to

see that this is a fun game with a worthy payoft.

Stick with just a few boxes until pup shows you
that he understands the goal. As with all our
teaching, we want our dogs to feel pride and
confidence in their actions. If he shoots directly
to the correct box, he is a Curly! Now add
more boxes with your tongs until you have a
ridiculous number. Your Curly will embrace the
challenge with alacrity and enthusiasm!—].D.

Thank you, so much, Jenny, for sharing a
very informative column.

—Ann Shinkle,

annshinkle@aol.com
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Golden Retrievers

GOLDENS FOR VICTIM JUSTICE

She’s a Justice Facility dog. Puma, a 4'/2-year-
old Golden Retriever in British Columbia,

is the counterpart to the U.S. Courthouse

Facility dogs you read about in my July column.

Puma and her handler, Kim Gramlich, work

with the Delta Police Victim Services assisting

victims of all types of crimes, including domes-

tic violence and sexual assault.

Puma came to Delta two years ago

through the Pacific Assistance Dog Society

(PADS), which is an assistance dog school in

Canada, accredited through Assistance Dogs

International (ADI). ADI is a coalition of
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