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with his head. I am sure that all I need to do is
remind him what is right, correct what is

wrong and he will realize that what works in
the field does not always work in the obedi-
ence ring.
Speaking of fieldwork, this is another area

where Curlies seem to be underappreciated.
Of course, it is somewhat harder to find a
good field prospect, but they are out there if
one looks. The next step is to bring them
along in a way that fits the dog. Most (all?)
retriever field training methods are built
around field-bred Labradors, which are a very
different animal from Curlies (and Goldens
and Flat Coated Retrievers). Field-bred
Labradors do not seem to be concerned about
why they got a correction; they just react to it;
Curlies think about it. I shall be right upfront
and say that I do use pressure in training all of
my dogs in all of the sports they do, which is
not fashionable these days. However, usingjust
“positive” methods does not work in competi-
tive events, so corrections must be applied
when the dog is wrong.As long as the level of
correction fits the level of error/dog tempera-
ment/ete., and the dog understands what he
did wrong to bring on the correction, and
what to do in order that it does not happen
again, I have found that my dogs do not resent
pressure, nor are they afraid to be wrong.
They appreciate the clarity of training and

enjoy the process.
Flexible trainers can do well with Curlies! It

is a versatile breed. I have had dogs that were
champions and obedience trial champions
with advanced field and agility titles; others do
well in tracking and scent work; there really is

not a sport that Curlies cannot do, and do
well, given the right start and thoughtful train-
ing.iK.K.
Thanks so much for some very interesting

and worthwhile training advice, Kathy.
iAnn Shinkle,
annshinkle@aol.com
Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America

Golden Retrievers
A NEW HEALTH CRISIS

he Golden Retriever community cur-
rently is struggling with a rare and fatal,

and hitherto unknown, neurological disease:
neuronal ceroid lipofuseinosis(NCL). This rel-
ativelynew and complex disease has created a
major dilemma and unprecedented heart-
break for breeders as well as owners of
Golden puppies and youngsters.
First identified in Golden Retriever DNA in

2015, NCL is a recessiveinherited disease that
is caused by a mutation in the CI.N5, a gene
found only in Golden Retrievers. Although
there are many different types of NCLs that

affect different breeds of dogs and other
species of animals, including humans, all
NCLs cause pathological degenerative
changes in the central nervous system of the
affected individual.
The disease has shocked and devastated

owners of affected dogs, who feel powerless to
help their beloved pet. Symptoms become
apparent at approximately 13 months of age.
Initial signs may include subtle changes in
coordination that occur during periods of
excitement. Symptoms gradually increase, and
by 15 to 18 months of age, other behavioral
changes become apparent. The dog will expe-
rience high levels of agitation and may
demonstrate aggressivebiting toward the
owner and canine housemates. As the disease
progresses, affected dogs will circle and pace,
tremble, and experience loss of control,
seizures, and paralysis, As these deficiencies
continue to increase, quality of life deterio-
rates, and the dogs often are euthanized by 2

years of age.
While there is no cure, a test is now avail-

able to identify the CLN5 mutation in
Goldens, and, with good stewardship, prevent
it from advancing further in Golden blood-
lines. The Orthopedic Foundation for
Animals (OFA) at the University of Missouri
offers a kit using cheek-swab samples that will
test the DNA of the dog in question. The test
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will reveal whether the individual is
normal/clear (does not have the CLN5 muta-
tion), is a carrier (possesses the gene but is not
affected), or is affected with the disease. That
information is critical for owners seeking to
breed their dog.
The Golden Retriever Club of America

(GRCA) Health and Genetics Committee rec- AKC
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