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to shut out the chaos and do his work in the
ring. You cannot take a green dog into the
commotion of some dog events and expect
him to tune out the smells and noise.
In terms of training collars, do not make

assumption about your Curly’s hardness or
softness of temperament. Start with a flat
buckle collar You may need a prong, but it
may be too much. A standard prong causesmy
current Curly to shut down. When I am pol-
ishing heeling, I use the Triple Crown collar
with him. Make sure you use the right tack, or
you will create more problems than you solve.
Heeling is the heart of obedience. It is also a

very complicated behavior. In my part of the
country (southern New England), several
training centers offer power heeling classes or
drop-in group classes where heeling is chal-
lenged with drills and maneuvers that help the
handler identify and then strengthen weak
spots. Seek these out!
I have never entered a dog in a trial before

the age of 2, although dogs are allowed to
enter after they reach 6 months of age. To me,
there are too many skills to practice, and too
much growing up to do. We say in Curlies that
you do not have the complete package until
the age of 4, and I feel that this is true. I per-
sonally am in no hurry, because I am in the
sport primarily for the pleasure of training
together. However, if you choose to compete

with a young dog, try to get to as many
matches and run-throughs as you can before
you enter. Putting the entire Novice routine
together is a different experience for your dog
than it is for you, because you get to say what
is next, and he does not have a program! For
this reason, pay attention to transitions
between exercises, and be deliberate about
them. Tell your partnerwhat you are doing
next as you move to the starting point. Surely
you have seen Utility competitors say, “Wanna
do gloves? Let’s do gloves!” for example. One
of my teachers taught me to give the dog as
much information as you possibly can.
I was recently at a training party where one

friend was giving another friend a run-through
and she told the handler to “support your dog
as you go through that turn again.” That is
the mindset you want to have in your training.
For heaven’s sake, when you come out of the

ring, celebrate, cheer, praise, feed your dog, no
matter what a mess he made out of the rou-
tine. You must learn to put your frustration
aside if you are going to be in this sport. Your
dog is only learning from what is happening at
the moment. You cannot revisit and teach him
about a mistake he has made. That is why you
do not want to enter until your dog is able to
go through an entire routine successfully.
Mistakes still happen, and we all have glorious
tales of spectacular flunks, but there is no rea-

son to shoot yourself in the foot if you can
avoid it! You are setting yourself up for a major
problem if you tell him he has disappointed
you. He will associate that with the context. He
won’t have learned anything useful. Self-indul-
gence will come back to bite you. If the dog
screwed up, it is probably your fault.
There is nothing like obedience to build your

love, understanding, and appreciation for your
dog, and your bond as a partnership. Even if
you never compete, I hope you grow together
to love the sport as I have with my dogs! iJD.
Thanks, so muchJenny, for another very

informative column.
iAnn Shinkle,
anns/zinkle@a0 1. com
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Golden Retrievers
LARYNGEAL PARALYSIS

he was 10 years old, a pretty blond who
kept pace with her Golden Retriever

housemates. In otherwise good health, she
began to wheeze heavilywhen exercising, fre-
quently hacked, and loudly “cleared her
throat.” She was soon diagnosed with laryn-
geal paralysis, a condition in which the mus-
cles of the larynx become paralyzed.
As Golden owners,we are so preoccupied

with the more common diseases plaguing our
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breed that laryngeal paralysishas flownmostly
under the radar. And while this condition is
more common in Labrador Retrievers and
Newfoundlands,other large breeds such as
Golden Retrievers as well as some mixed-
breeds are among the breeds occasionally
affected. Unfortunately,many owners are
unaware that their wheezing,panting senior
Golden is sufferingfrom more than just old age.
So what has happened to those affected

dogs? Their larynx has become paralyzed and
is unable to function as it should, thus restrict-
ing the dog’s ability to breathe deeply. Left
untreated, the disease can cause life-threaten-
ing breathing obstruction, leading eventually
to death by suffocation. “Larpar,” as the dis-

ease is often referred to in “vet-speak,” was
first diagnosed in the 19705. Research in 2005
by Bryden Stanley, B.V.M.S., M.Vet.Sc.,
DACVS, associate professor of surgery at
Michigan State University College of
Veterinary Medicine, revealed that paralysis of
the larynx is part of a generalized neurological
disease that affects other parts of a dog’s nerv-
ous system. The hind-limb muscles generally
are most affected, causing weakness in the
back legs and a limited ability to run and
jump. Now known as geriatric onset laryngeal
paralysis polyneuropathy (GOIAPP), the name
indicates thatmost affected dogs are seniors,
over 10 years old, and that multiple nerves are


