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attitude I want from my dog! You are less likely
to be stern if you are teaching something that
you will not be judged on.
It does take a fair amount of self-discipline to

train a Curly, because if you have trained more
compliant dogs, your expectationswill be off.

However, a boldly heeling Curly is a thrilling
sight. You will be richly rewarded if you persist!
Before you start heeling, take the time to sys-
tematically teach attention. I usejanice
DeMello’s strategiesfor teaching attention. Do
not skip this step!
I started out in Rottweilers, and I quickly

learned to have a plan before every training
session and not to expect bright performance
and engagement for more than 20 minutes at a
time. Other trainers may have other thoughts
on this, but I find that this plan still holds with
Curlies. Pay attention to your stride length, as
some Curlies tend to pace if you do not move
out. Drive through your heels and keep mov-
ing forward briskly. Curlies do not heel like
Goldens, but you will want to think of heeling
as an attention exercise and keep the dog
engaged. If your dog starts to go blah, break
him out and play, Again, this is not a dog who
will successfully tolerate a lot of drills.
Even though you will not be doing stays off

leash in Novice, do not forget to clearly distin-
guish waiting for a recall and stayingput until
physically released. Stayingput is a life skill,

and you do not want to let yourself get sloppy
in distinguishingthe two. I learned from Teri
Arnold to always follow through with your
come-when—called, even out in the backyard.
Teri famouslysays that it is “non-negotiable.”
Good competition obedience should reflect
your relationship. Context is the key, and when
we are on the training floor we ask for greater
precision, but the relationship must always be
paramount.
I wish more people were familiar with our

breed. I am always frustrated by commentary
about Curlies on televised shows. I now have

my eighth Curly, and not one of mine has been
“aloof” This is a loving companion, a devoted
and versatilefriend. I encourage everyone to
get to know our breed. You may decide to have
one of your own! ijD.
Thank you so much,Jenny, for a veryworth-

while and well-timedcolumn, as we now have
to pay attention to the new obedience rules that
recently came to pass.
—Ann Shinkle,
annr/zinkle@aol. com

Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America

Golden Retrievers
A GOLDENBIRTHDAY PARTY

t’s only appropriate that when you turn 150
Iyears old, you throw the biggestbirthday

party in your history. So it was that 361 Golden
Retrievers gathered at the breed’s ancestral
home in Tomich, Scotland, to celebrate the
1868 birth of the first litter of Golden Retriever
puppies.
The “pawty,” hosted by the Golden Retriever

Club of Scotland,was held_]uly 16 to 20 at
Guisachan House, the former estate of Sir
Dudley Marjoriebanks, the first Lord
Tweedmouth at Inverness Scotland, and cre-
ator of our Golden sporting breed.
Club chair Doreen McGugan told BBC News

that this year’s eventwas a roaring success.
“We’ve gone from 188 Goldens 10 years ago at
the 2006 gathering, to 222 in 2016, and now,
today, we have 316.” Breeders and owners trav-
eled from around the world to commemorate
the origin of their belovedGoldens. “A lot of
pet owners came to just enjoy the fun. People
didn’t realize that it all went back to this and
that there is a place to go to commemorate
their Golden Retrievers,” she said.
AshleighBaird, one of the attendees, said she

was surprised that people had traveled from all

over the world to be there. “We tried to pet and
cuddle all 361 Goldens, and it was heaven,” she
said.
The celebration concluded with a breed

championship show, a formal dinner, and
“plenty of puppy loving.”
This year’s golden gathering is testimony to
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the enormous popularity of the Golden
Retriever worldwide. It also recognizesthe pio-
neering efforts of Lord Tweedmouth and his
dedication to developinga superior yellow
retriever that would fetch his ducks from the icy
waters off the coast of Scotland.
His breeding adventure is a tale often told.

Pursuing his dream, Tweedmouth, in 1865,
purchased a yellow Wavy-CoatedRetriever
male out of a litter of otherwise all-blackpups.
Named Nous (the Greek word for wisdom), the
dog was bred two years later to a liver-colored
TweedWater Spaniel named Belle. The breed-
ing produced the now-famed litter of four yel-
low pups, the first ancestors of the Golden
Retriever.
Tweedmouth kept one pup, a bitch named

Cowslip, and gave the other three to friends
and relatives who shared his dream of produc—
ing superior yellow dogs.
The breedings of these four pups was dili-

gently reeorded and led, years later, to the regis-
tration of the first Golden Retrievers recog-
nized by the Kennel Club in the U.K.: Culham
Brass in 1903, and Culham Copper in 1905.
The breed will be further honored in the US.

in October at the annual Golden Retriever
national specialty. Hosted by the Golden
Retriever Club of Greater Saint Irouis, this
year’s theme is “A Golden Legacy” The club’s
website says, “A legacy is by definition some-


