
BREED COLUMNS
SPORTING GROUP

l'he iliiu hpe have no pldcc for {millim- to
lodge. 'l he eharaetenuie )l‘llmv or anilier eie,~
are elenr and inn-u, . seine oldtiinen lhnuglll
the cnlnr giies the Chesapeake superior . on
a, an eagle. His hroad eheu holds a heart and
lung: Ihal keep up his rianiiua, Al the ])m\\' or
a hnaL he ran hrl-ak ire and push a lll-avy
goose lhmllgh the mughesl wax His well.
wehhed hare reet heeorne paddlet when he
«inns. l-lit strong mt". nnd nails can elan up a
deep, muddy merhanl.
Bigger i: not better Iadmllt IS a to, mini.

He is or mcdlllm build so as not to crowd a

hunier in ihe hlind nor snarnp the row hoai,
l-hr strong rear end propel) hl) mighty leap
into the water and can dnve luni lhlnugh the

m is liku 2tlltirk mud hf thallnwWdtl’l’.

rudder. 3! Ting hlm alter a cripple,
The ll-illlpomulldeuhle eoar i: the node or a

Chestie.A lhlcln, dl'mny undenoal pmlcrli hi5
skill I'mlll “it (old and um. Tllc llalsll, sliglllly
wavy nih nulcmnal reprh lhc unrrr, When a
(lunar eoinrs out or the water id dram. he it

i in d ghlly damp He has no longhnir on he
de , hue. or ll'gx to trap the \wlll'l: in the win-

ien unier doesn'l lime on hi: coal, and he
dorsll't SMaiup rhe hlllllcr'sblind, His coal
xepek Ihr \valrl; rmlrh like a duck: framers
A Ch

crime 'n all shades of lumen from the light
apealee u a ramnuflagl‘d do]; lle

dead grim Ilhll llldt- him in the wimcl wllcitl

lit-Ills, lo the hmwll or lllc muddy banks of lhe
lake, lo the red nl the wdgc grim lieu grows
along Illt' Iakt ' Hie color suit: him R will

working eundui in. He is the eolor or .

balkgxmlnd that Ill'rlkcs hh uudeualalile in nu
open hlind
The (Thrash- iu the show ring dot-s nol have

the high.nrppinggall or a narhy dog. but he
niot mnmhly, l'xuding potter and grace. lle
exhihin a kettle liiendly temperament, \vilh
tailwin an up. and a happy gnu on his

l'ace. llt rum-n molly lioiu held lo rhon ring,

iAudm Auuin,
audvoam‘in@tmmtl
Ameriean Chesapeake Club

Curly-Coated Retrievers
A ROUGHsum
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Curly-CoatedRetriever, British cigarette card, early 20th century

portation, but here in town, she needed to
learn to also travel in the car for vet visits, and
I soon realized that for her, just going to the
vet was not the delightful experience it was for
my other Curly. Therefore, at a certain point,
I was fortunate to locate a small training class
that offered a variety of AKC activities that
included obedience, rally, agility, and a bit of
the new scent work now offered. Now these
short trips have led to fun activities once a
week, and gradually she is tolerating the short
trip to the class with no medicine at all. Now
her trips in the car will be mostly funirarely

to the vet (hopefully), and I can lengthen the
time of trips gradually, at first using
Dramamine, and then, hopefully, soon not
having to use any medication at all. For the
start of any long trip in the motor home, I
now give her the Cerenia pill three hours
beforehand and then try to use Dramamine
after that when the trip, usually many hours, is
to a new area.
Sometimes these traveling upsets have to be

conquered a few steps at a time. One gentle-
man recently told me that his Lab easily
became ill in the car at first. He succeeded in
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ending that after a week of sitting in the car
with her without any driving at all, with the
radio turned on, sitting and reading and giv-
ing her something to chew that she liked.
Then he sat with the engine turnedon and
gradually worked into driving around the
block and so forth.
Now there is the challenge of jumpingup on

and touching a person when very excited, but
that will be another story, and with maturity
and patience, even thatwill be over with
before too long.
One big plus with all of this occurring dur-

ing the past many months, is that I have
accomplished many stay-at—home short train-
ing sessions with Fame. Hopefully this will
transfer to more serious ring time before too
long!
iAnn Shinkle,
annshinkle@ao1. com
Curly-Coated Retriever Club of America

Golden Retrievers
THAT GOLDEN HEART

he Golden Retriever is well known for his
loving nature—indeed he has a heart of

gold. But some golden hearts today may be at
risk for a heart condition known as dilated ear-
diomyopathy (DCIVI).

In 2005, a team of cardiologists reported on
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a family of Golden Retrievers diagnosed with
cardiomyopathy thatwere also deficient in
taurine, an amino acid that helps support the
heartmuscle.That finding led to recommen-
dations that dogs diagnosed with the disease
be tested for low taurine levels. Veterinary car-
diologistsbegan to focus on diet as a possible
cause of DCM related to taurine deficiency.
“Diet plays a huge role in this condition,”

said Dr. Josh Stern, a Morris Animal
Foundation-funded researcher. “Home-cooked
diets have been implicated in this problem, as
well as small batch, boutique dog foods.”
Some studies have linked high fiber and very

low-protein diets to the condition.
Additionally, some grain-free foods containing
legume ingredients that are high in protein
contain little to no taurine, compared to meat
based protein diets.

Veterinary cardiologists recently have
reported an increase in cases of dogs diag-
nosed withDCM associated with taurine defi-
ciency, with an unusually high number of
Golden Retrievers affected.
That increase in Golden numbers has

prompted Dr. Stern to question whether
genetic factors might be involved in increasing
the risk of developing this condition within the
golden retriever breed.
“I suspect that Golden Retrievers might have

something in their genetic make-up that
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